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B  Y  T  H E  N  U  M B  E  R  S

788
Post-doctoral fellows supported since inception

16
Partner organizations sponsoring current fellows

$100M 
Dollars raised in supporting fellows’ research

6
Nobel Laureates volunteering & supporting LSRF

36
National Academy of Science members working as 
volunteers or on LSRF’s board

O U R  P U R P O S E
At Life Sciences Research Foundation 
(LSRF), we believe that scientific discovery 
is essential for a better future. Advancing 
the life sciences is critical for tackling global 
challenges, sparking innovation, and 
deepening our understanding of the natural 
world. Our founder, Donald Brown, MD., one 
of the most distinguished developmental 
biologists of our time, envisioned a world 
where bold, high-impact research empowers 
young scientists to answer questions that 
expand scientific knowledge.

Founded in 1981, LSRF provides grants with 
3 years of support for postdoctoral and 
early career researchers, to help them make 
discoveries that impact public health, 
biotechnology, and our understanding of life, 
addressing our most pressing challenges.



L S R F  I S  G U I D E D  B Y  
T H R E E  C O R E  O B J E C T I V E S …

ADVANCE HIGH-IMPACT SCIENCE
by enabling early-career scientists to 
conduct bold, dynamic research that 
traditional funding may overlook. 
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NURTURE SCIENTIFIC TALENT
by empowering young researchers to 
become leaders in the life sciences 
through support and mentorship. 

EXPAND SCIENTIFIC EXPLORATION 
by encouraging research that spans all of 
the life sciences, recognizing that 
breakthroughs in diverse areas contribute 
to the whole of science.



L S R F ’ S  C O M M U N I T Y  
I N C L U D E S  N O B E L  
L A U R E A T E S  A N D  N A T I O N A L  
A C A D E M Y  M E M B E R S  
D E D I C A T E D  T O  M E N T O R I N G
Y O U N G  S C I E N T I S T S  
D R I V I N G  S C I E N T I F I C  
B R E A K T H R O U G H S .

The application portal opens, drawing an average of 600+ 
proposals from exceptionally qualified candidates across diverse 
fields such as biochemistry, genetics, neuroscience, ecology, 
biophysics, and computational biology.

35 distinguished experts and thought leaders begin a rigorous 
review process. These committee members ensure that the most 
promising and innovative proposals are identified. 

LSRF hosts its annual spring conference which gives fellows a 
unique platform to present their research, engage with leaders in 
the life sciences, and build lasting connections within the scientific 
community.

Approximately 50 exceptional finalists are selected, representing 
the pinnacle of emerging talent in life science.

20-30 prestigious fellowships are awarded, empowering recipients
to advance their transformative research and make meaningful
contributions to scientific discovery.

A U G U S T

N O V E M B E R

F E B R U A R Y

M A Y

J U L Y

F E L L O W S H I P  P R O C E S S :

"Scientific progress depends on bold ideas and fearless thinkers. 
LSRF has built a legacy of empowering the brightest minds to 
pursue ideas that challenge convention and push boundaries. Its 
support doesn’t just fund research - it builds the foundation for 
discoveries that shape the future.”

BONNIE BASSLER 
World Leader in Bacterial Communication 

LSRF Board Member



LSRF fellows have shaped the future through transformative 
scientific advancements including:

RNA-targeting treatments for 
infectious diseases.

Deep brain imaging to 
advance Parkinson’s and 
Alzheimer’s treatments.

Plant defense research to 
create resilient crop 
varieties.

Data models predicting 
climate change’s impact on 
disease.

Tick control strategies to 
prevent Lyme Disease.
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DAVID BAKER                                  
Nobel Laureate, LSRF Alumnus 1990

“The LSRF Fellowship came at a critical moment in my 
career, allowing me to focus on my research. That freedom 
was invaluable and enabled discoveries that continue to 
influence my work today. Supporting young scientists in 
this way is one of the most impactful investments we can 
make.” FAITH KARANJA 

The PCLB Foundation Fellow

“The LSRF Fellowship has given me the resources to follow my 
curiosity and tackle challenging questions that inspire me. This 
support has not only accelerated my research but has also 
given me the confidence to think bigger about the impact I 
want to have throughout my career."



T H E  S T A T E  O F  S C I E N C E  T O D A Y
While breakthroughs like gene editing and targeted cancer therapies have 
revolutionized science, foundational research remains critically 
underfunded. Foundational research unveils life’s building blocks, driving 
transformative breakthroughs.

With funding increasingly focused on immediate, short-term projects, key 
barriers include: 

1. Scarce funding for impactful research that explores fundamental
questions

2. Limited opportunities for early-career researchers
3. Overemphasis on immediate applications, restricting innovation

By embracing scientific exploration, we open the door to breakthroughs that 
can redefine biology and deepen our appreciation of life’s marvels.



LSRF is uniquely positioned to bridge critical gaps and propel discovery 
forward through groundbreaking research.

Through private funding, we support foundational research and the 
careers of tomorrow’s scientific leaders.

Over the coming years, our goals are to…

• B U I L D  our pipeline to support 30-35 new fellows every year.
• I N S P I R E  families, foundations, and corporations to join us in

this critical work.
• D I V E R S I F Y  the science we are supporting to ensure coverage

across the entire life sciences sector.

B R I D G I N G  G A P S  I N  S C I E N C E  F O R  A
B E T T E R  F U T U R E



J O I N  U S !
Supporting LSRF is an investment in our collective future. By helping LSRF, 
you will be helping scientists explore the mysteries of life and nature, fueling 
curiosity and discovery that connect us more deeply with the natural world. 
Donors can choose a variety of ways to support LSRF, including:

S P O N S O R  A  F E L L O W  With a commitment of $270,000 to
fund a fellowship, we can align your support with your 
philanthropic interests.

T  A R G  E T  A  S C  I E N  T  I F  I C  F  I E L  D  You can direct your
support to a specific area of science, ensuring that researchers 
have the resources they need to advance discovery.

F U E  L  O  U R  M I S  S  I O  N  Unrestricted gifts drive progress 
across all life sciences, empowering researchers to explore 
groundbreaking ideas and make transformative discoveries.

“Life science research serves as the cornerstone of innovation and progress. By 
supporting LSRF, we invest in groundbreaking ideas and inspiring scientists who are 
shaping the future of medicine, environmental research, and beyond. We are honored 
to carry on Don Brown's visionary legacy and contribute to advancing discoveries that 
not only push the boundaries of knowledge but also promise to improve lives around 
the globe.”
RON ROSEQUIST
President of the Shurl and Kay Curci Foundation
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